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SOCIAL
G.O (MS) No. 8/2016/SJD.

JUSTICE (A) DEPARTNIENT
Thiruvananthapuram, Dated, 23.61.2016

Read:- Letter No: ICPS - 1120205115 dated 09.12.201 5 ftom the Director, Social

Justice.

ORDER

Govemrnent have decided to frame a State Policy fbr Children to ensure safe

and secure environment tbr all Children especially for vulnerable children,

opportunity for development, prevention and protection from all forms of violence.

es per the letter read above the Director of Social Justice has submitted the draft

policy for Child 2016. This Policy was developed with inputs from the Kerala State

bommission for Protection of Child Rights, after vide consultation ilcluding

consultation with children from different Socio-economic backgrounds' ThiS Policy

has four components: (a) Right to survival, (b) Right to protection, (c) Right to

Development and (d) Right to participation.
j. Govemment have examined the matter in detail and are pleased to approve

the Policy for Child- 2016 as appended to this order'

( By order ofthe Governor)
A.SHAJAHAN

Secretary

To

. ,.fn Director, Social.Justice Department, Vikasbhavan, Thiruvananthapuram.
- The Secretary, Child Rights Commission, Sree Ganesh' T'C'1412036'

tVanros Junction, Thiruvananthapuram.
The Principal Accountant General (Audit), Kerala,, Thiruvananthapuram.

The Accountant General (A&E)' Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram'

General Administration (SC) Department

Web&NewMediaWing,Information&PublicRelationsDepartment
Stock file/office copy' 

Forwarded/By order,
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q6r*

An India where every child has equal and equitable
rights to live and develop her or his potential to the

best of their abilities.

The State shall provide quality services ro ensure ajust and secure environment for all children,
opportunities for developmen! prevention and

protection from all forms of violence, and forums for
appropriate participation.



State Pof icy for The Ch'ld 201"s

Background & Introduction
1. The Government of Kerala (GOKJ affirms its commitment to provide all
:l l' :il,'*: i: :il:f ',|;.:q[ i" ;y;-;; 

.|i 
il::il, rro m a b u s e, n e g, ec r,

decisions,r,"i"ii".iii,#;JyJn,"r;#,,."r#:,1,i,,lf 
;i j$"irii*::l:r;

issues this Kerala State policv for the Ch,la fXS?Ci, .f,i.iputs forward its broadpoticy framework for ensuring th", 
"rr 

.r,ilai"iln'i#;,"jlJctass, religion, sender, disability o. pr"." oi [i*;,;;";i:i:TiffT;:,:tff[:
2. KSPC was developed 

Tjll ,:pr, fi:om the generat public, child rights,acfiyists and experts, Keiala Sta.te Commission f"ip."i.*"" of Child Rights(KeSCPCR), and UNICEF. ln andiuon, lonr"f,i*i"" _.ii", wirh about 4s0children from different socioeconomic backgrounds in?'air,.i.,, of the State-Annex I provides a summary of, the feed-back';;;;" consultations withchildren. All comments received f,"r" U"", .o"ril;d; revising the policv.

Figure l: Results Framework For KSPC

3. Figure 1 provides the overall framework for the protection of child rightsin Kerala. The term ,.child,' 
covers alt g"nae.s, 

"l_"ryinf, ransgenders, andboys' After this introdu*ion, ,n. rori.i i.i"nt io.rri!'rn" internarionar, andnationar provisions in this regard, mr"i" 
'i 

J"J..]n"liil'.u..un, ,,,u"tion of rhechild in the state. lt then, discusses tt 
". 

poli.V 
"ti"aiuJr, it, guiaing principles,strategies and the monitoring fuanr"*o.kfo. 

"r."r,rlng 
poii.y .ururtr.

Framework for Rights of the Chitd4. The United Nations Co
,r, 

" 
c,o n,,i,,ii 

" " 
;i ; ffi , # ;:"i't# i!: ili lj$illi.llli, j; i 3 ?[yil:T]Droad rramework for articurating the rights 

"'r',rr"'.r,iir. Arthough previousinternarionar conventions r,"a.p.ouir,onr".;i";;gl; #il."", ir was rhe 1989
l)ai!.11r: y"quiv-ocaily spelt out whar .onsrit,it"s ,nu'.igr,,. of the chitd andraro down a broad framework of four p".";;;;;;;' 

"rr"r, irrru, related to



rights of the child, namelv s.urvival, de_v_elopment, protection and. participation.India ratified tbe Convlntion in irgg2. tfte'Utt- Surtainable Goals forDevelopment (2015) further strengthens ttre gtobal fram"work for ensuring thatall children enjoy their righis and fJ, 
"a"""ii"g rheir well_being.

5. At the national level, tlre Constitution of India guarantees children equalri'hts as cihzens and equarity rrefo." lr; I;;;;;iuil, tn" st"t" to make rawstnat specifically promote rhe rights and _"1f"." ;;;lii;;en. since 1992, variousstatutes, which deal with the rights ofthe cfrila or have specific provisions, havebeen amended consistently *itt tt 
" 

pro,ririons oi'ri" UfVCnC. New statutes
:T^llrririig and protecting rhe righrs irf rn" .f,ila f,*e"atso been brought intoettecu mechanisms and institutioni haue 

"tro 
u""n puiin place to ensure theireffective implementation fAnnex II).

6. India declared its first National Chitd poliry in j,g7 4 through which itaimed to implement its Constitutional obliga#s. I;dia,s commitment toensuring the rights ofchild were reflected in itsiuccessive f.i,re_year plans where
::l:.:. focussing on the heatth, education, p.;;;;;;;; care ofchirdren have
:^e::r- 

provided. for, with specific physical 
"na 

nnanct"i rargets. In 2000, thecountry commited itself to the Millennium Development Goalg many of whichpertain to the status ofchirdren and rheir rights. Th'e r.i"ii"rrr ch'd policy 2013,further reiterated the need to promote the righs of chilclren, in keeping withinternational principles and norms. Another nJtable deveropment was the Z0l3Supreme Court decision thatthere u." : g"na"., inl.ji., ,f,i, will also apply tothe Policv for the chird. Additionally, ii zors, ;;i;;;, comm*ted itself tosupporting the 17 sustainable development go"is, m"ny'of which relate to thewell being ofthe child and contain chil;-rel","a ,".g"[. 
''

7: Together, these international and nationar norms and raws confirm thatchildren enjoy the same broad spectrum 
"f.i"ii, .r-f,".+ e.onomi., political andsocial rights and responsibilitieias adurts but meJi"t"JLy tnui. 

"g" 
and stage ofdevelopmenL stares are obliged to ""rr;;;;;-;;; Iight, or the child areprotected keeping in mind their best interests, to p.o-ot"it 

".ealization 
oftheirrights, to promote their Darticipation in matters 

"ff".ii"g them including theright of free expression and the righr to b; h;il. 
*ri"i'.".ogn,"" 

rhe parent,sp.ri:ary responsibility, srress the iight of a child to l#"-tn 
" 

tamily, note thar
:llld*" have.a responsibility to respect orhers, particularly rheir parents, andrecommend institutionalization oi separation from- family only underexceptional circumstances that constitute ihe best interests ofthe child.
Provisions for, and Situation of, the Child in Kerala

8.. Children (0-18 years) constitute less than 30o/o of the total population ofKerala fCensus 2011], and those.berween th"t;r;;;;, constitute onty 10%oof the population. With a fall in the growtt .","?rf," .'f,iil population by 8.44o/o,the future of the State depenos on protecting the rights of the child, and inproviding them with an environrnent that will inable tlh"- to .nloy their rightsfully and become happy and productive citir"", ofior"".r"*.



9. The State has tak,
the various ,"il *;;;"J;;,",sJ:*:f?ff ;f:,,'T*T.o*^ g"cades in achi eving
targeted and rime uouna #i""',i],:'^:.:':^t:: rrve Year Plans and through thJ

:ruji : :#i;n,:i:[*i,*,f l ffi :n :ilxid:,,r jT*tis
authoritiei fi;otfr:;rT'p-toach in 2077 and has set- up institurions and
prorection of children, uf rtn^:^l"lo" statutes that provide r". ,rr" 

-.r." 
r"i

suggesr improve."";,,;.;",jj::,:"_f"T':::J$,;;[:",* i"'pr",*,Jonl iJ

l':lf;fx" j"Yfl fr"""F:#:::::r1;;;;;;;;T';ff :iJ?r;n'#
some of ."n,.-n 

"t'"'Jilf,toonschemesfor.l,fi"#J,:il.r,*[?

10. Kerala has made s

ij."jJi,iff ffi';;.",,i:i!H;:i,iltlTTt:?i:i::t jT:J:,#jj.L:T

1i311f i i 
1, 

.i'ilil: t#,' :: T:, i{4.t nT ;?":l,i,'T _::i:t* * ln i:*
ffH"""j.,::?1.f,?:1",?:_", index 

.in ff ;;;;; Funds, runcrions and
s"rrc,"",,,"".;Hf,1l"',il"r?:.Bl"r?:!#,l,ri?:|l;fl j:,1"T1,r"",".:f :ffi Isegments of societv, incruding .r,ira."", 

-"r-ii" -,""",, 
", rhe panchayats.

Il:',ifl:ilff 
"".: 

:ili::i::"::::l-n]i'1'1"r"t tr,"'i.",' ."". r"""r in mattersiha-t
media r,",. 

-' "n"", " ". lff l*"",,".X?$il::i-",T,, "'inl,t o r::ymi 
ix;

11. Despite the achiever

;*f:[*f #n': j*#'-x!i_:!fi :fi "rr".l,r]: 
j:"l:,iff :;,::ffi i;

sociailyaisadvai;;J.:",.,",il::T:iH,ffi 
:Tl'J",lf ;,';::";:*f,,,ml;l

1Z Right to Survival an{,na;ic Needs: The Integrated Child Development
:^.:'.:Tu 

it." key.program in rhe Srate ,"a _"r1" ,Fr"services ror .r,ia.!nt J".,.rop","nt"1;".;: "$;i:f:;ilT ri:T:f,:";:

:Tff:jiT:T; ff :::j #::*, ". 
p."-..r,ooi' nJn'- r".#j r 

"a "l,ii; ",'; ;;#
!1i,1,:r""r"i;;;;;,',15:r"f, :":"11 j""J:,;:"|%[ ji..""lr".*l"r,ff TjcnrrdreD in the earry stages are bein! address"a ,r,.",igr,'ii,, ..n".".

ll',".ntji *":X'::il1J"il::L ,T Srate has done wer in parameters rike

;:::,:ll";:;';ffi ;':.o",Ti:'"ili::;'-"?,:::f#J,iIi,ffi i*nlnerara has wirnessed a dectine in. .r,ira,pofrirr;;;;;;;Jri in Malappuram. Theaoorrron ro popularion in rhe northern a",ii.irl, ii*".Tn,,",, is slower in the:"^i,.r.T disrrifts. The sex rario ro.,n" soi"'L'su?,iu. n,po,n,, higher rhan inz-uu r lLensus z0l 1)' Arrhousha, districts have 11- r"ai" ni, *, resser than 1000,Korlam(+13) and KozhikoJe(+10]. slrow ;;;;;.,;*";arros; however, rhe
ff 5'Xffi :i: 1i;ill';I,::,."i:ff.:i; #;il li: i'il'l,". r-Br, rd ukki r sr,



14. . There js concern regarding the slow reduction in the IMR figure, which
stands at 12 deaths per thousand live births. In 2004 the target in the SpAC was
to reach 7 deaths per 1000 live births by 2072, which has not been possible. To

I-}u O.lfl*tt,in this re.gard, it is necessary ro address the significant gap
Detween 

.the urban-rural figures for early neonatal mortalig. [dea;h within;h;
tr* --99k of birth), as well as for neonatal morrality (death within the first ZB
days). The situation in tribal areas is further compor'ni"d by the added problem
of low birth weight babies and the prevalence of anaemia among them. it 

" 
ttutR

among all the vulnerable communities, including tribals, in districts like
Palakkad, Wayanad, Malappur:rm , Idukki, Kollam 

"n-d 
Thi.,ru"nrnthapuram is amatter of concern, particularl.y in Attappady where the National Institute of

Nutrition Survey of 2013 shows the lMRhguie to be 66 per thousand live births.
To address this issue, more facilities foi newborn caie would appear to be
needed in these areas.

15. In the matter of Univers:rl Immunisation, the coverage has fallen in recent
years. According to District Level Health Survey-4 TDLHS_4) data, 17.So/o of thechildren between 12-23 months have not ieceived all the recommended
vaccinations. Further, Kasaragode and Malappuram feature among the 4g worst
districts in India in the mattei of Universar Immunisation. This drop in coverage
necessitates the State to be alert to the dangers of complacenry, especially wiih
the continued prevalence of.certain vaccin! prevent"bl" dis""ser'ryROsl. fhe
need to combat anti immunisation p.op"g"nd" in certain segments of societyagainst Universal Immunisation also merits serious attention. Wayanai,
Palakkad and Kozhikkode districts also require close monitoring in this regard.

16. Breast-feeding practices for new born babies is yet another area of
concern-.Less than B0% [DLHS-4J of the babies between 0-5 months are breast
fed within one hour of birth in the urban area. According to DLHS_4, childrenunder 3 years, who were exclusively breastfed in the first 6 months remains at
7-0vo, 3nd children(6-9 months) who receive breast milk and semi-solid and solid
food has dropped from 85% to S7o/o. Similarly, 

"g"inri 
th" desired average of 6

months of exclusive breast feeding, and the natio"nal average of 3.8 months, the
median duration in Kerala is only 3.56 months [69.8%, DLHS_4]. This could be
due_to either the practice of giving semi-solid food, such as ragi or other baby
foods, after 90 days, or due to th; difficulties lr., ,rst"ining breast feeding forwant of breast feeding facilities and crdches at the working place. This ,,""L to
be addressed.

17. Nutrition continues to be a matter ofconcern, especially among tribal andcoastal communities, even th_ough nutrition is bein! provided th-rough theanganwadis, According to DLHS-4 data, 21.o/o of chiliren under 5 years areunderweighq 48.5o/o of children between 6-59 months have anaemia, and that
ll:TT::':,lfc,|r3r alons chitdren in palakkad, Kozhikode and Kasaragode.roor maternal health and nutrition is a foundational cause for low birth wiightof babies. Interestingly, the problem is reportedly forna 

".,"n 
among high_income families' The correration between lack of nuirition and the occurrence ofneurological disorders is yet another area of concern. with higher levels ofdisposable incomes, 

".."s, to fa:;t foods 
".d 

l".k;i;;;;uate physical exercise,



rncrease in lifestyle Oir:r::, .*:.,,y, early onset of menstruarion andrynaecological problems among girl chiliien arJ arJolmerging areas ofconcern.

i3;'" $i11i5j ilji"tlil,l.ll':^tthe househords in the state have roirets in the
even where it is uu"ilubl.,o,,,V 

,, much lowerat 85% amongST fro*"f,oiarr.uJ
group.that',;;;#il;:'j"",1;i:,i:tr jffii:,1,:i:::lii,:;J*il*i:

"l"fj:f 
T#ilHrli"X? ln"l"''."-r,o tt 

" 
p.our".n"J no toirers being avairabre

l#:rlTi-'ffi"','.X?.lT""i'i"li+':#;.",?l',":":'511i;I*;;fl :X;
:::::-"-croo"z'.",#c""[XTi]'lllfi ::""l,tji:::r.iateinrrastructurJioiensure proper sanitatioi. dr5u uecomes a priority area to

19. Access to clean drinking,water is one of the basic needs of chiidren.Access to potabre water is,avair"abre. to 
^""*il"rir 

in',h",,. o-n premises to the
;::T:$ Jf,1#",:#' ig 

tl l''r'i r " r +"2"'e"i';;;;;". 
s ou rces Nea r rb ei r

i:,*;;:t,l,l''li##x'"ff""ffi ;Tl;t:fi:T:ff ::ii*;;ff;riTl

i:;", fffil];i';lJ""iif]1,":^:t vurnerabre states in rhe counrry in terms or
pip"a d.inting -li;;,";#11 1o* or.the population does not have access to

r:* jnru;il#:,:,y}.,""jiii:l:;:.,,"T jilJ:*{lf";"ll:
conrent and rr,i.uu"n"ni|Izi,a and.Palakkad have warer with high fluoride

:*+ll,',rm,1iil:li$"tfu Jl"',::J;ll{fl*Hfi ,.l;j#orrnlong 
.water sources, caused by ,"r.r""r:n. 

._l"l
construction of toilets in hi
wasre, seepase orsewerase 

gh densitv poput"t"a'".".1:i'iiillJS';r",l:fl,Hl
state and its predominani oXiti: -"tt tt""n the high density of population in the

#l'::i#t riir ii* tr : il,.[l,'*,n # trf .# -T:*tit*tr
27... Development Rishts

t:l;t*.::1lJ$gli**lrrdi,i:{ry;'f "t,',l:ff i;*::T:r
gender equiry is"L;;;;;; 

"{r:rl"1ol' 

Almost 50%o or the t,ra""o u." gi.i;,-i"'."

22. The Srate has 33,115
years i.e. r ro. u.,r".li io'o'oifle"ntSait for children in the age group 3 to 6
mothers with bauiel ;;;il": 

population. Nuririon Drop

,3:;x{T;;"x;;fu;f#"ji;;*iNxuT}i"iltrfrrr## j#tr
rfi ;:l':l"r:" r; ;:#ffi *H::: .:#f ril}iliff ::Tlii,,I#



accommodated in temporary sheds and rented buildings, in many of which basic
infrastructural facilities and availability of pray m"te.iafs need to be improved inorder to contribute better to the cognitive and mental development of the
children. The attendance of s'r' chirdren in anganwadis is much rower than inother places due to poor access, especially in ldukki, Wayanad and palakkad.
There is also an important issue of providing education to the tribal children in
their own mother tongue at the pre:primary1t"g". This is a critical necessity to
ensure that these children adapt comfortably 1o a language and culture sodifferent from whai they know till then.

23. Education between 3 and 6 years is also being provided through pre_
school institutions run separatery, oi attached to regurlr schoors. Most of theseare in the private sector and there is no uniformity in their infrastructural
facilities, or the curricurum fo owed by them. There are no standards available
for running these institutionr which are mushroomin& in the State. Even though
the Government has approved a uniform curriculum 6r pre_school education, it
is yet to_be enforced, and parents do not appreciate the principles behind Non-Formal Education. Therefore, there is significant n""a foi enforcing basic
standards in all pre- school institutionr, -"iting serious attention and to raiseawareness of the issue among the public.

24. Education at the school level is provided throughl2,6Z6schools up to thetenth standard. Ofthese, only 36.5%o are Government ihools, 56.6% in the aided
:^".:jl..ii9 

,1" r.":1 mng 6.Bto/o in the unaided sector. At the Higher Secondary
rever, there are1089 Government schools and 1406 in the aided sector while,h",:11.." 2.65 vocational Higher Secondary Schools i., J" cou"..r_enr sectorand124 in the aided sector. In Z0LS_I6, ou"i 37 lukh rtrdents are being provided
education up to the tenth standard, of which ouer + latf,-stuAen* hail from the
SC community and over 79 thousand from the ST communiqr. The responsibilityfor the effective implementation of the Righr to F;;;J eo_prlsory EducationAct [RTE) 2009 is vested equally with the iau."tion oup".iment and LSGIs.

25. Consequent to the RTE Act 2009, the State has faced many challengesbecause the pattern ofschooling identified from classes I io x under the Act doesnot coincide with the State,s age old pattern. While grappling with this aspect,the State has also had to ad"dress_ in" ir*", oi iilril5","g expanding andrationalizing its basic infrastructural facirities in all schoors, particurarly in theG-ov,ernment sector, and provide teachers, in line -i,f, ifl" p.o,r,r,ons of the Act,so that quality education is accessible to all.

26. At present there are many concerns about the lack of basic infrastructurein many Government schools, the poor maintenan." oi 
"*iating 

facilities, non-av.ailability of safe drinking water,lhe lack of water and hygiene in the school
:il]::: rid cieanliness in th-e playgrounds. There i,,l*-.on.".n rhat rhe qualiryaspect of education needs better attention and this can be achieved throughbetter clarity and coordination behveen the main stakeholders, viz theDirectorate of Public Instruction, the Sarva shiksha Abhyan under the EducationDepartment and LSGIs, about their.roles and .;r;;;$iltri"; in implementing theRTE Act. While providing such training, it is necessary to give teachers a proper



iffJff T.li:i""ff :ii*,"-J:1illf ;i#J."#:n1il",ffi ;::.,re,atins,oi,
27. The drastic tn.."3::_,1 the number of uneconomic schools [37% of allcovernmenr r.n-,, 

"n1.1:]o ",o"a r.l'oorj';;.,-.;;"r" less than 1s srudenrs

f :lf idi$"T,:f :"f ilTnx.;;.";ilx1{i.*.".x,;t{==";;G;;,i#ili:
a rso aspecrs that ha ve 

.,a. 
s ign i fi ca n t ;;;";;,, ;,:"", ffi:fi " :"":f:r,.i;:oecreasing presence of the public .u.,o, in'"#","n ,, u serious mafter ofconcern, particularly wtr11 
1;5nart"."f .nirJ."n i.om vutnerable se*ions ofsocre$r remaining out ofschool for varying reasons is a'reafity.

28. These issues in the
remote areas _hu." u.."jTation 

sector are particularly relevant in tribal and

:;**#*f :::;iill:,:,ffi"TX'l"*:J;#.TXy.,i,ln:*,*:n.ilJ,T;
revers continuliffi ,;iiilr:iF:'i"1H"",:,l,fi ::ll:f"if#i,r::ili?flconcern because ttre 

"nerted .rrira."" ,r" 
"".y'"ii"-r*ot" ro various forms of:#fij: :::fffli:.:1,,J.:"... rn".po,,iuiri,r'"i-p'.",,", 

access to schoors in
..toort in n""lrl*rl,'11,Tas. by improving tiansport facitities, 

"p;;j;;these vut nerabt .;;;;;lilt*iding .more hostel facilities," ;;iil.;;;;r;
t h e pro b I e m 

", 
0," 0", i, 

",i 
l, l', ; :.rl,ffi ln fi:H,"iT.,,[X"""Xil.;,,; ; ; ;;;

?9' Schools and hostels have been set up for vurnerabre communities rike thesc/ ST and fishermen population 
""0 

i."rr"i. 
,ll

Iii,TTll;' 5i T'il,iXll',1 i:f '" : o r the i r 
'" 

cir;;i e;; :i' ;T :::.iil; :X?' ffi :i
*i:*"r:f :xl#Hff tri{ii::l:,i""::Jfi 3::,,:..'.",ft ilT:;,i.n"f;
etc. are all ;.rrJil;li,; encroaching into these faciliries in certain f*"r,*.the ou;"ctiuus 

* *--or concertefl t", 
T*"?, 

actione:oe 
"n,t-a:V .Ji"r"

30. One option to imDrove e.lr..r;^- r^^J:.:-

::ljl*. " ." I ;; ;v;;"- il 
fi t rfi ili Ji:l',l ::," :1. yfjffi T iii 3:*::currrng across alt types of syllabus, with well .nor"ri,iur"r"rers that aim tomake schools chird friendry., places forui"a""ir. "nlcrrar 

social audit ofi:ffiffJj"':Hf is vet anotlter op,ion ,r,"ili""ir'toi-" .onria".ud ro ensure

31. The lack of non-school based opportunities for development is another:J"" ,1"1. merits anention. Though ,f," S"i" f,"r" 
","""0.th ere is tim i red avaitabit i rv 

il 1-.1;,1" " " "i ;;,;d:;,i;,.::.I"ii i :TXti;p,races to which children t"u" e",ri1 access. A.".iou,, .,irr,u. of concern is the:::::X';:.::iJ?ljn'::nli:" r,u.ii" p"G,",i'r,ii".'iiio."n are being denieJ

ll.i,1ii5 "f 
*,:q ;il;;; #, #;:i.,1""r":ff l,::l,iii,T,Hffi;tf:T l"j};avarratrle to children as recreational ,"iriri", 

""-."ai,-e..iat t"._r, is aiso a
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disturbing trend that calls for regulatory interveDtionwell as hygiene. --- 'ebq'qrur/ urtcl veEuon to ensure their safety as

32. The Right to Educarion Act 2009 and the perscopportunities; p.ote.tion..,i'p,;,"'""":":'.:,':::."lt"nt with Disability [Equal
emphasize rhe need ,o.t Ll RishP.lnd full Participation) Act 1995 togerher

;l"ir,*rurli"tfu:"::i:i:*ffi d:TiJ:4i*il^:::iltff :
;:::,"",;*.1l::li"T{+iiilTl."T,.,i:lT"T,tr} j::?,j::fi 

l;,",1; jl j
-hi.h ;"i;; ;;;ffi: f 

special schools for the intellect""it ;;dil;;l:;
m-*'*;;*l*li*i:":'i1i1E":6i;ffi iTihil';*::*iii;li
g,^*i!,i":;;ee""';:{:1..ty{i",;j,i'i3ff 

"',ffi?"H:l'lti:*llru;:;Kesource Centres manageo oy rne panchayats.

33. However these facilities are not adequate in terms ofthe real requirement
;:fL?"',"ffi:: il:i,"j:"j", 

m".u 
"." e1.ry1","."",i,"" centres atiached to

set up in 40 hospital, -n,t,li]::ii:!t 
N-eonatal screeningforhe".ing;";1"";

marerniry hospitars. a;;,i;;.: ;'.'::,X:,i,fi.lrffiTllfjff H"i:llif;:,itup. Neonatar an d prenatar ** "::*;;";;#ffi ,"*ffi q:{:r,f#
34. Almost all differently_abted- children require Speech Therapy [STJ,Sf::l:l:l:, rherapy (or) ana e"h,"i""r" i;,.1,0, f'#n l"n,r" _any requirernysrotherapy too. Todav. rhe faciliries ,*,irUI" iJ.I.r{,iAing t},"ru servicesthrough Government agJncies are veryfew and maiity in ti," u.U"n area; hence,there is a mushrooming of ag^encies in the ;'r.ivieslct;. ;ft.ering therapy atexorortant costs which very few can affo.a 

"na "rf,or"-qullity ofservic"s is, onoccasion, suspect rhere aie no p.";;;;;;;;"ii..oliin,.n 
oarents can makean assessmenr regardins the quality of se_i."] 

"ri"*iiv these serviceproviders, which, besides ,n" jr.r.,f1"r*;;;il,;;"",imes resurrs indisastrous consequences for the child.

35. Hence, there is an urgent need to regulate this sector and provide properguidancs training using lCTLols, 
""a 

,rpp."., a;;;;" manage the rraininsand mainstreaming of these .rrira.".'iriitt']ffiilr" disabirities, whoslnumbers in percentage terms 
.,,.is-a_vis ,f," ,",ri nul"ner of children hasrncreased. Since socialising is an jmportant 

"r;";;;;;;; Faining, rhere has rooe a crear poricy abour how chirdien -i,rt aiir*""i'."iegories of disabiritiesought,to be handled; the manner and extent of their intes.chooling (raking into "i.*nt the varying nrru." 
""ng,rtu,t;::"Xlf 

#il:1:disabilities]; the syllabus to be prescribed- in"ru.t ."rur,l*amine how childrenwith exceptional capabiliries can be nurturJ ;ili; ihe education system;how to involve children, who are importar,,"f." f,"ia".rl in their education; andabove all, to ensure regisrered. proiessionals a" i.ri" ii". rnifdren so thar theyDecome as self- relianr as theii disabil*ies wilt ;;;;T"* ro be. Ir is also
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essentiar to make access 
-to-affordabre 

and quality therapy services availabre toall childreo in need ofthese seryices.

1g' Anorher c.oup rlll is currenrly ourside rhe ambit of the Right ror,ducarion are the children of .i;r";;*l;;our".r. rn" difficulries incommunication' the differences- in curtire 
"rra-i."-'tr.^nritory nature of theirparenrs' emptoyment n"l-1".0" thi; i;;;";;;'ro ir.ut" effectively, despite

'TilI.:L"ffJ: 3H:';:::: :l * a'""u"'"- 
"'"'rJuL-or 'hild'";;?';;;;

parents. their emod;;;ffi'ff"":i."""* $:|tjj'onsed 
sffatesv i""r"i"!',t 

"
37. protection n:om al
under implemenono,' ,n 

o-ll"l;t:loitation' and neglect An important project

yj,:.-hl{il:;ffi ;'..+i,',n!""';,H:iff :i.,.""r"'.,?:Lj,l"jii,:t*lil*unrts have arso been estabrished r" Ji-iil- r+ 
"ii*rcts 

of Kerara to herpHfl31TI the, provisions 
-or 

tn" luueniiel*r'*"o" 2000.chird welfareLommrftees and Juvenire lustice Boards rr"r" 
"1r""n*.,er up in a, districts toprovide care and proredion to needy .t ila."n, l".fuiing tfrose in conflict withta.w.tnzoj,3, the Kerata state commi;sio";;;;;il;:tion 

of child Rishts wasarso ser up under the Comm::.,"::. 
fo. ,r," o."".ir""jthild Righrs Acr 2005 roprotect the best interesb ot the child.

38. Kerala has also introducedmany social protection schemes through theKerata state Suraksha r,*:"J^g1r,rj,ilica r#ffH!.r""rrn"n, and supnorr
;:ff.",:i":*,,'#?".ljr:;,J"* T"T.serious aitments anJ lisauirities, und p,.ouid"

:;[#xF*:[il;,;HJ1'l:::#?iilffj:":'Jff ::l;*,,tr**:
1l',31 ",: o""ui'"ii 

":l:li:FJ. ;lx:fl "g"fT}n: ;**, ilj::i*equrpment for rhe disabred' and r""ar 
"ti i"ingili# through LSGrs for the

;Ji::ffY"ffi?"";iJ::eress among the ai'"ui"i *".-r"r purchase orrand and

ll:.^--T"_9:*lnT."nr op"L1t::32 chitdcare institutions in rhe Stare. Ther,overnmenr has iniriated u.,i?n,,^: imp.ove theinir"siiuir.. rno facilities in
:ffi.XTnil,X i:::i:1"#:l cnirai*;,'o,"". ,"i"ii in,,a."" are being
tt is, trr u.e 

",.ei 
z d ; A:i:,i1""'r:::,T,Ti"1ff ll ilf ff il.UU: : lj,l,|l,T:lorganizahons for children. Government has 

"fr" ,r.."rJfrif" involvedacffedited voluntary agencies in the manag-e;;;-;Ila protecrion incnrdcare institutions' rt seek to in.."rr" ti"i.rn""ir"rn"r, 
'" 

rnts area ofwork.

li'*''iff:::::iil:T:,:Hii"t chirdren who are in need orcare and prorection.

lT:1,:,s 
ii f" ;k :r';,, ;;;"",1 

X# i!:!lii:1,'l[?Tl,,i i,l,"t*[ u,:,,"t1il:11'ff#ilJ:#i.;;,j:l 3900. 
a.ir"" r',?',i.o' leln' i n it iatea to bring a I r

ambjt or ,r". fi.i.'Jir"i;;:l::f:l in need of care and protection under the
mushroominj oi;;";;il:;,l,::y;,il'JiLf lrffi::".'?f :1,j1, :,j::i;l;
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address the serious concerns about th€ care and protection as well as safety
provided in the many places serving as hostels and homes for children under 18
years of age, who are undergoing various forms of study away from home, many
of whom hail from places outside the State. At present they are outside the ambit
of all regulations; therefore, there is need to regulate them.

4L. Institutionalising a child to provide care and protection is recognised as

the last option; therefore, adoption, foster care, sponsorship and scholarship of
children are being given priorily, and are being encouraged in the best interests
of the child. The State has set up the State Adoption Resource Agency (SAMJ to
promote and implement adoption based on centrally issued guidelines. It has
also issued guidelines for promoting adoption, foster care and sponsorship; their
effective implementation needs to be ensured. An initiative has also been taken
to provide children in Homes with foster care during the vacations. Such
initiatives need to be continued and this process further streamlined and
facilitated so that more children set a chance to live within families than in
institutions.

42. The girl child is the most vulnerable member of society. In addition to
their shrinking numbers, is the fact that, despite girls availing the opportunities
for higher education and employment in increasing numbers, and thereby being
economically independent, the attitude in society ofvierving girls as a liability
vis-)-vis boys, continues; there is also the problem ofgender stereotyping which
restricts girls in their social interactions, and from fulfilling their aspirations.The
incidence of abuse within the family, schools and the immediate neighbourhood,
especially for the girl child, the use of children for sex trafficking even by their
own family, and the fallout of domestic violence or distressed family
circumstances are maior sources ofthreat to the rights and lives of
children.These challenges, which render them vulnerable even within the family
environment. need to be addressed.

+3. Crimes against children continue to show an upward trend, with rising
figures for kidnapping, sexual abuse, sex trafficking etc. While girls continue to
be the main targets for such crimes, reports of crimes against boys are also on
the increase. Boys need special attention, particularly in view ofthe prevalent
second generation issues around substance abuse, sexual abuse, cyber-crime and
adolescent suicidal tendencies. A higher dropout rate among boys at the
secondary and tertiary levels of education is also a matter for attention. The State
Crime Records Bureau reports that crimes against children in the State have
increased by 242 percent from 2008 to 2013. This is one ofthe most serious
concerns confronting society today. A related area ofserious concern is the
growing phenomenon ofrun away or missing children. In recent years this has
become a regular feature involving both boys and girls; it is estimated that on an
average more than 50 girls are missing every month and some of them remain
missing. lt is understood that it is the vulnerable circumstances in their
immediate environment that often prompt the children to such risky behavior.
This emphasizes the need for counseling, for providing parenting classes for
parents ofchildren in need ofcare and protection and also for making the Track
Child system, which is under irnplementation, more effective.



44' Many steps have been takenso far to effectively imprement the protectionof Chitdren from Sexuat offences fpocso);;;i;.iisp".i"l care homes havebeen set up to provide care and pi",""'"', a .lifa."i'.ouu."a Uy tt is Act ingdistricts' special fuvenile porice u"i" 
"r" 

i"r"g r;, 
"o 

t" 
",t 

districts. one stopcrisis centres are in the oroce^ss 
"r-U"i"g 

,"irp ,?"p.";de more speedy andsensitive help to the victims. Such n".8. 
"""i i" t""r"t ,p in d," .emainingdistricts and the existine institutions and In"uru.", n""O to be fully andeffectively implementeJat the ea.f i"ra i" 
""pJir" ,r* i.,", of cases registeredunderthe protection of children r.",o s"r*i"o?"".irii,uarot orr 2012, SpecialCourts have already been notified in the State. However, gtven the volume ofcases, there appears to be a-genuine requirement for Special Courts atThiruvananthapuram and Ki,zhik"a" a-"_.rrr]r"riiiii," ."ru, ofchildren, as isbeing done in Ernakulam, so as to adhere to ,f," a","ail"" p*scribed for disposalor cases in the pOCSO Acr There is 

"lro 
n""Oio 

"nrirl" 
tie enectiveimplemenbtion of the compensation scheme for the victims.

45. There are many vulr

'"r,i.r, -nunu" t; ffi #:il::',:,i#:f ;i: "r'.ffi 
H ;::f]if:;#:h,T?:",adotescent years, towards subsra"." 

";;;;,';r;";ilil;il, and cyber abuse,resulting in addiction to gore, viot"n."..* 
"nJoill. ,"n."pp.opn"r" Uehaviour, isa key area of concern; so also is tne probtem o;;il";;;d runaway children,many of whom are exposed to ,,utn"r"ut"-iir;;;;;;..J;" rheir immediarefamilies. The safe$, securitr

:m:tii*:#:*lil*L-*,::*':lrr?l:lilr:#",","
protocol-Balasura,.rn"-,o o"t1i-Y:I::ltent 

has already issued a child abuse 
- -

resp.onsibirirytoo,iial*6;61"#il:"#Hf.:l'#f 
.::ijX.;',"ori;"",,n"legal framework for chird nrotectionJhe i,npr"-"niuJo'n ot this protocor wourdneed ro be effecrively strenethen"a. rr,"." il'"1r"', g.";;, ,""o"ncy in manypriyare and aided schools to avoid rackling ,h;r;;r";;;,he school .evel bygivins a Transfer Certificate. instead ofdoing;;;;;;;h ;rr"se'ing mentoringand^oth_er measures of positive.dir.iprining, irr,"i.i, o"i"tn'*. u rr, in the childoecoming a drop out or remaining or, orrit ooi.-" 

-'.-.. .-

11- ^ ^9i'","*areness aboutthe negadve aspects of corporal punishment hasoeen accepred to some extent at tt 
" 
,*_ll"ri, ifr"i" ,J.ln.".n ,*,", ,,continues in many schools. There i, 
"rr",""."." "i"u-, 

,.r,.". unau" _uight of theschool bags rhar children are.required to carry. t*k;i;;;."""ss and theconsequenr stigma resultins in deniul or.ignii, p"l*i."ull.ri in ,.r,oor, 
"na

hospirals' are arso serious iisues in ,rr"."rz oi.tiar""'riii""o or infe*ed bvHIVl AIDS and such others ,'ho a." not pa.t;f ,tu;;;;r;;;rm of society for avariety ofreasons. Transgenders constitute anothu. g.ouf in this segment, whoare reasr undersrood and ueailt w|om^ttre; ;;;;;;iT.#;iscrimination, andcorsequent high levels ofdiop ou,, uy s" g."j". i.t" nulrrf". orp.oor"_,retarlng to mental health due i
romances, propenrity to .irr.Jl.l'lli1l1 

hT'lI.pt"tsures, fear of faitr.". f"il"d
isincreasinsana;i,"..*i"ffi ;T:j;lf,lfi LxTH;lt:T,;..i,#",there is need to increase mentat rr"r,,r, r"a iiri ,i,il;;&:;r"r. and ensure
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the avairab'ity ofeffective counserting services to children from these specificbut varied in groups in schoolq hort"i. 
"aiutoJ"]" _i"r",t 

"y "r" 
exposed tothe maximum amount of stress.

47. An area ofconcern in.the country with reference to children is theproblem of Child marriaee.While this riaf 
"", t"l"*r*O as serious an issue inKerala as in other parts of th".ountti;;;;; oi.i."",".r,. state, including intribal areas, where this practice .ontinr", to 

"*irli.,Jiiilo.i"t ,"n.tion. Recentfigures, which show a verv marginal in.r"ase i.r-n;;;;; 
"." " 

_"keup call tointensi$r the effo.tr to ini-.""r" 
"wareness 

levels about the i, effects andillegaltrv of rhis practice. rts rink with-t'hJro;;il;;;*noor issue in certainpockets is a mafter thar needs to Uu 
"aa.urrui 

in J.lilp"."r,"nrirre manner,tackting a' stakeholders. includins rh"r; ;l;;;l; in'ffiarising thesearrangements that are against the law ofthe land. -

48. The problems of child labour, begging, and sreet children are areaswhere the state has made signific"", rr.]i"#, 
" 
,""riioi.on.u*"a ,nacoordinated action between various departments in Government, the Childwetfare Commirees and rhe vol-u"".y;.;;;. ii;;uJJiirr" p.oor"rn conrinuesto exist as a result of misrant children being brougti t-o it 

" 
Stut" f.o_ tt 

"northern and eastern Stites of tnOi" to _o.lt init""r"".ili 
""a 

hospiralityindustry, many small scale manufacturing unit, anJirihJusetrolds. there arealso instances of children in tt e t,o.a". "i"ar;;" i;;;";",rg used as tabour,particularly in the agriculture sector, in the neighbou.in! rt"t"", despite vigilantand coordinared efforts ofdistrict admini.t."iiinr. ciirai"u"r" 
"s 

it exists in thestal: to.dal il !!e semi organised and unorganised'r".to_*.rl i, p.ouing ro beparticularly difficult to tacklt
-arniaaunr.o.;;il;;.ll:".:,",:,1:rj".Jlll""'ff HrJ::."#:*inpracescaseg.which come to notice, arerecessary to bring about sensitisation and anattitudinal change in society to this issue.

49. Right to participation: Kr:rala is perhaps the one State in the countrythat.has made significant progress in creating pratror-,'' t 
".u 

chirdren canparticipate and their voice reflectea in ttre ptini ior a"""iop."n, ,r,ut affect their
Iu:'^ul lt " 

panchayat, Municipatity and c"il;;il;;;lrhu .rur",, model ofBalaSabha, BalaSamathis , Grama iabha and'B"l"t;;;;"d is a neighborhoodnetwork. ofchirdren organized try Kudumbasree una".lltr, ,n", ,""t , ,o

'"J:'i::r'#iflT:t].jil,i'"'J'i:::llil-::1."",''ito'-"lrs"satthepanchavaturo.t,toeiu"J;,"#;;;;:"ffi 
il",:'J:'.T:$:i"::,:;:T,Tff ?llll,"iithe grass root level and help create child frienafy p""if,"Vi,r, ,eed to be furtherstrengthened and systematised.

50. Initiatives like the Student Folice Cadet are avenues for the children toexpress their opinions on issues, and gain g.."r". .onRJ"i." in interfacing withthe world. "samvadams,,or forums foidialJgu" 
"." f"ing f,ulO Uy _unyauthorities and agencies across.the sut" to?rrow i;i;;:;'; arricutate rheirviews on issues dear to them. These view, u*,fr"n 

"pp-p.latety reflected in theplans and programmes of Covernment. Children h"u" ilso.b""n given access to



grievance redressal systert.t 
"t". ln .niial"i""i'nrtiilt-l1ltl":1"'lrough facilities like the Drop box

consideration in;"''."j'"::P. their views are 
'n",i.rtorrtv irL-"n",iio"^

commi$ees- 41,il;;;;q::T' ofthesellomes through the chitdren,s
r"""rpr,;;;.;;;;;i"";:ilynffi"r,:"rn:"rT:,"":ffi 

::1"".:",*:ruh:,:,,,

iJ;"",,t',"n'll,I,itl"tlf;:*::rore' commits itserr to the poriry goa rs and
capacity aevero!"#;;';i;;:::: t"!"{'Fd inter-departmenrar pranning,
offi ce_rs, increasl; ;ii;;,# :f"rs including iusti." ina Iu- uniJr."."n'i
insufRcienr, and 

",[;#;;::t::sources 
where existing allocarions are

svstem that will;ffi;';#T:r a coordinated moniton:ng and evatuarion
state tevets. The'p;;;;il;':"]1'nd updated information 

"t 
Io."r, airr.ii,]"ra

inadequare and GoKjofr;i:::9^ll1"t^th:! " 
one-shoe-fits-alt poricy is

to tr,e ipecinc n"-J; il;iilff1:l"rH::fi J:ii.j:fi 
,", 

"pi,,""'.r,", tairored

ll'0" ::*oi:ctives of state poricy

o,t,'. ilili,Y,jiiiiJ ;Hj:i'rernment 
departmenrs, al

wi th chirdren, ";;;l;*il ;;*ilH:l#"J:11';i,ll,ll',iX,l,Xli;:::,il::f
53.. 

.KSpCaims tocontribu
equitable rights to lil;;;:::^:" "n 

India.where every child has equal and
abilities. sp"cin.ariy,ir,l'i;:Y:';:!.1* * his potenriai to rt,u u".t ortr,J.*
vision by providirgil;;; ,1,''" 

Government shall contrihrtte to this overall
envrronment fo', its crrita.jjTte 

qu.ality services ro ensure a just and secure
cogitative deveroo;;;i}";lppoftunities for p'hvsical. mentat, and
and forums and p';;;"!'il"1tron and protection from all fo.,n. of uiolun.u,
results fr a mewo;u i".,iioi. lflt 

ropria te parti cipa t i o n. Fi g u re 1 s ta res th e
the covernment r";;ti;;h:..'i]: 

ts, the specific dimensions or results to which

Guiding principres for the ,o,,.f'o"t 
"no 

private actors must aim to achieve'

5.4. The guiding princinles ofthejlale policy for Children are based on rher\arronal Chitdren,s policy of tndia frorrl. rn"J",o.,ii,,oilii"oro" the foilowing:
' i.:,tl';;fi:t[1;::t:i':t r.ecosnizes that the rights to survivar,

inaiui'iui"'jgh;;;':;:"' ""0 
participation are inalienable and

cnrrdren or mig."nt r".,?ctrild' 
including differently abled children and' 

r.XXj'fl;i:il'?1il::T'q:Ters' and bovs and no discriminarion on
disability, sociai:;;;;::':"-'t"''ex' piace of birth, class, tungr"gu, una

: n*:::::Xlff :ll{#ff:,i:,a,eddecisionmaking
phvsica r,'"";; t;;; ; 

"X1:? 
:il, :[j,t# j"ctio n rro m a | | ro rms or

. Promotion ofa safe, sec
environment for .h,ld.#u 

,,nd protective family, school, social, physical
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' Institutionarization sha'be the rast option and the endeavour shalr be toensure famiry and community-barua .".u 
".r"ng"-ents incfudingsponsorship, scholarship kinship, foster ca." 

"rid "doption,' care and nurturing ofalr children as varued assel or,t u s,",".. Geographical targetin-g to tailor interventions to the different needs andpriorities ofchildren from varied b".kg.orndr.- 
----

. Strengthenedinter_departmentalconvirgence 
andclosecoordinationwith non-governmental and civil society lrga.,i_,ionr ,n aoti.yimplementation;

o Accountability and respect forthe voice ofthe child will be ensured in allmatters and decisions affecting them.

Strategic Appfoaches of the policv

l.f:_^_3i:d ""-!he 
above guiding principtes and taking inro considerarion thecurrenr status ofthe child in the State, the policy aims tl 

"aJr"r, 
tt 

" 
issues rhatc-oncern children through measures and activities ,r"i"a in rf," foffowing fourtabtes, organized around the four dimensions 

"f 
,h";;;i;;;."mework

Tdble 1: Hedlth and Bosic Needs
State Response in tnEErnerrsion

The State shall ,,
' 

;:ff::l;:tjl*:,"r"*:::1,:a_ndphysicar,throush conrinued 1000/0coveraseof ail

' Ensure the avairabirirv ortoire-r racirities and creanr;;ffi;".ili,[ffi::i,-.:fihouseholds, including the coastal and tribal areas.

1."-g,lln,1oT.:1 forpre_natal, peri-natat and p*o""r."ir,""r,iil;il;;.::;;;r,'
mother and child_

' Provide services in hospitars for early detection, treatment and managemeng incrudingrnterventions to minimise and preven, n .,r,". airruiritie-s, iie ais.rimination faced bychildren with disabiliries (mental and physicaD, ;; ;.;;jdu ,u_i.us for..habilitarionand social support from the block levei-
' Focus on providing facilities for th-e earry neonatal care ofchirdren in rurar and tribarareas to bring down infant moftalitv.. Ensure coordinated action with hos-pitals, especially in urban areas, to improve thepercenrage of babies breasrfed within one hou. of 6i;;;-' 

--"
. Promote appropriate babv feeding facilities una a."afr", in _ork places for workingmothers in public, private and unJrgr"irJ.".a.. -""-" "' "'
'I::::ifi::'#';:ii'fi:l'***i"'tr'"'"""'"e"'runiversarImmunisation.especiary
. Give special emphasis to the I

trihal .nacr-t --, ^*L^__,--, 
lutritional status ofpregnant women and children intribal, coastal and other vutneratrle a;";;.;;;;i'; ;frJil}l"Jffi il;Tir.i;.;i[r,babies and nutritional deficiencies. Ensure consr"",'J"O'Urr-"o _onitoring ofvulnerable areas and communities.. Reduce a.naemia among children between the ages of6 months to 59 months. Reduce the incidence ofund. provi d e ad o, e.;; 

" 
;;;. ;il:$::i:*"Ji ff il:H:%T?J,";li,o n.,, o oo..,counselling, life skit training and su.h orh",,";;;r";r"ru"ntrur to. tn"i. _ental hearthand deveropmenr, incrudinslnform",i";;;; ,;;;;;i on loo.oor,u,",,r" sryre andhealthy choices and awareiess of th" itt 

"ff".s il ut.oio#,ia ,rurtrn." ,Uur".o Give special atten tion to add ress the hygiene needs of .nifar"n of *lgrant labourers,this being one of the factors crucial foi [ui. irt"g."tir;lnlj,oor..
' Prevent Hrv infections at birth ano 

"nru." inr".ilolitio."rl"*t* *edicar treatment,. ;ff l::[H:,,:ff :l^*::..": ""d,;; ;.oJl;##i"0,ur",n,,, n access i ns rishts
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: i..illir r:f,Tffih"*m""
a""uropruni ,nJ nii.i,iJ' 

us and measures against false claims retaring ro growt h,

' [-"ri,ii::ffito.,p to rh;"-"d"rv r""J*pt"'n"nrrtion'J;'"T#;:,:"t*e, tribal and coastal areas, oy ensuring the effecive. Ensure that basic facilitieslil
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State ResDonse in this DimeBsion
and that arrangements are made for the provision ofhealth cards to every child and for the
health and emergency care ofall children. Special attention is to be given to tackling issues
of poor nutrition, mental health, and obesity and life style diseases among children.

. Ensure that physical education hours in schools are strictly enforced for girls,
transgenders, and boys as pan of the syllabus.

r Provide services to children with special needs in regular schools and ensure that these are
inclusive and have all facilities such as adequate number ofspecifically trained teachers
and special educatorS' appropriate pedagog-v and education material, barrier-free access
for mobility, functional toilets and co- curricular activities towards the development of the
child's fullest potential, autonomy, sense of dignity and selfworth.

. lntroduce a regulatory mechanism for ensuring quality, safety and transparency in the
services that seek to provide various therapies to children with intellectual disabilities.

. Increase the number ofoutlets through which the State will provide support facilities to
the intellectually disabled in each district through LSCIs from the block level.

. Promote engagement of families and communities with schools for the all round
development ofchildren, with emphasis on good health, hygiene and sanitation practices,
including sensitization on ill-effects ofalcohol and substance abuse.

. Provide parenting classes for families, particularly those that are identified as vulnerable,
to tackle issues ofabuse, neglect and runaway children; also create greater awareness
against gender stereotyping ofgirls and about transgender children.

. Facilitate concerted efforts by LSGIs, non-governmental and community based
organisations to map gaps in availability ofeducational services, especially in backward,
child labour intensive areas, areas; ofcivil unrest, and in situations ofemergency.

. Identify, encourage and assist gifted children, particularly those belonging to the
disadvantaged groups, through special programmes.

. Provide and promote creche and day care facilities for children ofworking mothers,
mothers belonging to poor famili€:s, ailing mothers and single parents.

. Ensure the optimum utilisation of provisions given to LSGIS for child related activities are
used for schemes that are for the benefit ofchildren.

Table a: Right to Prote.tion fram Abuse, Exploitation, and Neglect

State ResDonse in this Dimension
. Promote and strengthen legislative, administrative and institutional redressal mechanisms

at the State level for the protection ofchild rights, including setting up Special Courts in
Thiruvananthapuram and Kozhikode as in Ernakulam.

. Develop effective and accessible grievance redressal mechanisms at the programme level in
schoolt hostels etc- for addressing grievances at the local leve-,

. Protect children from all forms of violence and abuse, harm, neglect, stigma, discrimination,
deprivation, exploitation including economic exploitation and sexual exploitation,
abandonment, separation, abduction, sale or trafficking for any purpose or in any form,
pornography, alcohol and substance abuse, or any other activiry that takes undue
advantage of them, or harms their personhood or affects their development by
implementing appropriate programmes to create better awareness, for counselling and
mentoring those displaying deviant behaviour, by creating mechanisms for monitoring
vulnerable families and areas at the local level, and by taking strict and prompt action
when such incidents are reported.

. Discourage corporal punishment or actions that abuse or cause mental anguish to a child.

. Ensure effective and prompt action against those indulging in child beggingchild
marriage, child labour, etc., which constitute forms ofabuse and exploitation

. Effectively enforce and implement all laws stated in Annex II {including any new laws that
may be passed] and enhance the effectiveness of ICDS and ICPS Programs.

. Brine all child care institutions under the luvenile lustice Act 2000 and close all others.
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effective implementation. The state Nodal officer wit arso be responsibre forensuring the effective and.efficient scaling ofthe poticl, wittrin ttre State. DistricrIevel coordination and action groups willilso be established and will beresponsible for policy implem-ntaiion and ..p""1rg.""'
57 ' Poriry implementation wilr be undertaken in a participatory manner with
*:::tt_: :fllfferent 

governmentat and no.,_sou".n'rn"ntar stakeholders.r ransparency and accountab ity will be introdriced through clearresponsibilities and systematic rnonitoring.

,tj:,^l!::ltld yll nlar al jm.rro.rranrand appropriare role in policyrmptemenhtion. primary stakeholders wouli incliau itre aiffe.e.,t departmentsresponsible for Health. Education, Social Justice, io.r-f i"ff Couu.nmenr, SC andST Development and Home. The D"pr"rr"ri .i g."r",irl., uno staristics wi arso
lllI_11-""i": ":d 

imporranr.role ir's"th;;;;;;"Jiir".,nrring,"*-
drsaggregated data on the child in Keiala.

59. Poliry implementarion^will beclosely coordinated with the lntegratedChild protecrion Scheme ftCp-SJ tnun.f,uJ Li tf,-u"viinilt,!)orwo_en and ChildDevetopmenr, Government of rndi", f;;;;id;; offi_"nt orsocial Justice isthe key implemenrine aeency. 
-Cu.."*ly, ,'fri, ,rr"i""l'rro ,rarr, rhe DistrictChild protection unia ricnus;, ar.'""il;;;;;;i; ru.n 
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will be undertaken to have an evidence-based approach to the formulation of
policies and strategies.

63. Figure 1 provides a results-based framework for monitoring and

evaluating the results ofthe policy. Separate parameters or scales for each

dimension ofthe poliry will be developed duringthe preparation ofthe SPAC'

Table 5 provides some sample areas for assessment.

64. A comprehensive review ofthe KSPC will be taken up once in five years

with active involvement ofchildren and youth, parents, NGOs, and other

interested and relevant trodies. Periodical-social audits may be conducted by

children's groups representing atl districts ofthe State on selected aspects of
poliry implementation and its impact on improving the status of the child in

Kerala.

Tehle s: Dcsiied Outcomes and SamDle Areas ofAssessment
Outcomes SamDle Areas of Assessment

Outcome One: lll children ore in a caring
and nurturing environment that provides

for their basic health, needt ond nutrition
. Right to Survival
. Right to Good Health & Nutrition

. Sex ratio

. Reduced IMR

. Reduced malnutrition deatls (special aftention to

low BMI girls and women)
. Universalimmunization
. Reduction in stunting and anaemia

Outcome Two: Full and elfective
devel opm ent of chi I dren's capo biliti e s

through eJlective promotion of their rightsl
. Right to Quality Education
. Right to RelevantSkills and

Competencies
. Special care for children with

disabilities or challenses

. Strengthened implementation oftl|e RTE

. All adolescents receive life skill education and

have access to qudlity counsellinB services
. No child left behind due to disability
. Children in tribal and coastal areas are benefitting

Outcome Three: Safe ond,lust
envir onment throug h ap propia te
protective measures for all children

. A legal and regulatory
framework that protects tieir
riBhts and environment

. Protection from abuse, neglect,
and exploitation for all children

. Essential standards of care for
children in institutional care and
protection
c

. Local level institutions strengthened to perform
optimally for the care and protection ofchildren

. Reduced rate ofcrimes by children

. Indicators ofabuse, exploitation, and neglect
developed and measured

. Increased registration of children's homes and

maintenance of minimum standards
. lncreased percentage ofchildren

deinstitutionalised
. Number of capacity building aciivities for

stakeholders in child rights including teachers
and parents (with focus on positive disciplining)

Outcome FouE Inlormed porticipation in
decisions thqt alfect children based on age
and stoge of development

. Children's views are heard in
formulation of policies, schenres,

and programs tiat affect them

. Numberofspecial gram sabhas for children with
number ofparticipating girls and boys, including
children with special days.

. Number of functionnl Balasabhas [both rural and
urban LSGI with participation ofpoor and non-poor
children - both boYs and girls)

. Number of functional Children's Comm ittees i n

schools, community, and Children's Homes
. Ti$elyinputs to Central Government reportlng

witi participation of children
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Resources for poticy lmphmentation
65. The State and Local Self-Governments will ensure sufficient resources forthe effective imprementarion or this policy- chiiJ Lrag"'ri-,rg -'r track atocationand ufilisation of resources and ,r,"i. i.i'".i 

",, 
*iJf#r,ro. .r,,,oren withregard to budgets and expenait".", on .iila*n [y}r'."r"*o Departments.

capacity Development, partnerships and Advocacy

f!:- .9"o3.tiv Developmenu The Government, with rhe herp ofrhe state chirdprotecrion Unir and orher staketrolde., in tf," 
"i"", oii"litn, eauc"tion,

:::"^i::Tll iudiciary etc. sharr organire reg;. r."i"iri"ra."p*iryoeveropment of aI personner invorved in thJimple;;;;;i"" of the various A*sand Rules relevant to rhe riehrs of ciildren 
"r#iil;;;;y. sjD will organize aNodal Expert Grorp to o.g"-nir" ain"*"i,."i"i'g ;;;;;il, for fun*ionaries ofthe juvenile justice adminlstrahon.

67. Partnership: Forsinq partnerships with other agencies working in thearea of child rishrs wilt be citicar i" r.r,ii"i"e;"i;;y;;;;;u"r. rhese willinclude collaboration between bovernment agencies as well as with non_government agencies and otherinternafi onal-d"uelopmunt partners such asUNICEF' wHo' etc' The state wi, also endeavour to 
"!i"iiitrt *.ong partnershipswith civil society, namelv oarents and other group, _".f.ing to, ,f,e well being ofchildren, to enhanc" deueiopm"nt ene.tiu"nirs 

"ird 
rrri"i.."oiriry.

68, Advocacy: The State will make all efforts to ensure that the public is
1y_::-:f 

rl" CTld policy and its-cardinal p.in.ipt"s-App.opnate methods andtns*uments will be used to reach children ar,""ll u, ci'mm-unities, particularly intribal and coasral areas, where a large proporri* 
"i,ir" ,ri"*able childrenreside.
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Annex l: Feedback from District consurtation sessions with children

|. 
- _ -Consultation 

Meetings were held with chil&en in all l4 cjrsmcts on 21 October
zur5. 

- 
dpproxrmately 500 girls and boys from varied schools and backgrounds

participated in the feedback process. Their views are sumrnarized below:

Preverrtion Atruse, Negtect, and }ixploitation
a- Drugs should not be sold within a 1000 m.te, odios of schools (Some chil&en also

said that there should be a complete ban of smoking, drinking and sale of drugs)b. Pncourage systems to monitot child abuse in schoj, irr.lodi.rg pnvate schoolsc- AcLivate complaint boxes and practices in all schools as well as enable a rel.iable

. yr,-.- tfuough which boys can also complain of abused. Enforce laws ro punish encouraging subslnce abuse among children and child
labour

e. strengthen rmplementation of laws against sexual harassment and violence as well asof dis tribution of drugs
f. Encourage healthy us! of social rnedia bv childreng. Raise awareness ofall in authoriry @articularly parents and reachers) ro preyent

sexual, physical, and mental violen.. 
"e"i.r"t 

.lrild...,

I !f:1..:1" exclusively for chddren s'hould be esrablished ro ensure umely jusriccr. Jrrengthen ways and means ofpreventing child marriaqes
i 

3::T:_U:f 
.nould be availabte in each sihool and corifidentialiry should be strictlymalntalned

k. Train media on the need to ensure confidential.ity in cases of childrenI- Ensure girl friendly facilities and infrastuct're in schoors and rrrstitutional homesm, Ensure special education for children with disabilitiesn. Ensute that public ransport provides a safe space for childreno. Ban pornographic sites
p- Increase awareness of childten on statutory bodies for child protechon

Participation In Decisions That Afie cr Child Developmenta Establ'ish committees of children to deal with problems and needs,elated to childrenb lnclude panicipation of chirdren in decisions rerated to extra-curncurar activities andestablishment of codes of srudent behaviour
Include a student from each class in the pIA to represent studenr views

1T:::-fl"*:.* for children in institutional ho-i" ,o 
"t ".. 

.*p.riences at <listrictirnq state levels
Eosure participation of children in preparation ofeducation strategy or other areasrhat affect children in all departments and Local Self Govemments
Ensure regurar drscussion at panchayat level and in Gram Sabhas on chrlclren,s issues
jlarse awareness rn schools of rights of child through plays and other rnnovative toolsrncennvlse schools to ensure rhat schools clubs are activated, and encourage theactive participation of children in extra_curricular activities
Teachers should be trained in chilcl psychology
IUistreatment of students on private busses siould be addressed & reduced
L'rris, ln partrculxr should have the freedom to dress as they think fit
Ensure equal panicipation in family decision making
Encourage and iacilitate parents to spend qualiry tiie u,ith children, permit chilJrcnto expless their opinions and suggesuons

c.

d.

f.

c.
h.

i.
j.
t.

t.

m-
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f.

g.
h.

i.

Ilevelopment of Children To Achiete Tlreir Full Potc:rriai
a. Raise age to receive UPE
b- Give equal importance tc borh educauon and sporrs and ensure leisure tirne for

students

c. Both bo-vs and guls should have ai:cess to equa! space for sports in -'t:ht,ols and

public spaces

d- Distribure educational benefits on grounds qfs6qnernic di5sdvaotage

e. Bus concession should be prorided on all days because several actrvities and special

classes are conducted on holidays

Ensure all tribal children attend schools regularly, enhance the relevance of their

education, and increase their access to schools by locating thern near their homes

Ensure that chil&en are Pronoted based on appropriate perfc'rmance

Encourage policies and programs that stengthen children to lhink on rheir own feet

and to understand the difference between good and bad, and strengthen families

Ensure appropriate infrastmcrure and facilities in child care instirutions as well as

assigo a teacher per 5 students in such schools

Est"blisb counsellors or child welfare officers in pre- and post- metric hostels

Ensure unrversal sterilisation in a timely manner

Provide 2 year materniqi leave fcrr mothers

Ensrue proper attention to health in each school through presence of nurse or

docror
l. Dav-care Centres and creches ior parents rvho work outside their homes

strengthen caPaciw of their caretakers
j. Ensure timelv availabi[tv of text books and reduce weight ofschool bags

k. Utilize media as a tool to change nrind sets of society

l- Ensure good qualitv libraries in schools

m. Provide career guidance in all high schools and higher secondary schools

n. Introduce practice value studies in the education curriculum relevant to furure Iife

o. Raise ar.rareness ofparents h ordet to imProve family environment for the phvsical'

mental, intellectual, and social development of children

p. School timings should be rescheduled between 9:30 and 3:30 prn (opposite vierv also

expressed that periods should be meaningfully extendeQ. Also opined that regular

classes should be conducted Monday to Friday, and that on Saturdays extracurricular

activities such as karate, yoga, art. drama should be scheduled

q. Issues ofTransgender to be considered in the Policy

.- E"^-. should test klowledge of children and not kno'wledge of those who set

questions

Srrengthcncd Srrrvival, I lcalth & llasic Necds

", Aiu'^r.,,.ss p.ograms in tribal areas on the imPoltance of nutrition in reducing infant

and mortality, in particular female chi]dren

b. Establish hospitals of one-stoP health needs cell in tribal' coastal, and hillv areas

c. Improve qualiry ofbasic services such as avater and sanitation in public spaces

cl- Nutriuous and pesticide-free school lunches & breakfast should be provided for

children up to 12 standard, panicularly those from SC/S'[ commrrnities

e, Construct sufficient toilet facilities in scbools

f, Ensure "sujith,'vam" room in all schools

g- Establish special schools (artached to regular schools) for challenged children and

h.

|'

l
l.
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Annex II: R Frameworl< cable The Child inConsritutional FiovisionsTppttcaf te to Provisi o ns sp eci fiii6tEiiiEi centrrat Constitutiolilt FiiiiiGif. 
llqlllr" rree nndTofiliisl}Eiii;Gfi
b0ucarion ForAll Children 6.14 yearAge
croup (Article 21 Al. trnpowers the Stat; to make special
pr0visions for children (Articl; 1S(3)). Right To Be protected From Any Hazardous
Enrployment Till The Age Of 14 years
[Article 24). Right To Be prorected From Being Abused
And Forced By Economic Necessiiy To
Entef 0ccupations Unsuited to Their Age
0r Srrength (Artlcle 39(E)). Righr To Equal Opportuniries end Facilities
I o uevetop ln A Healrhy Manner And ln
Loll(lirions 0f Freedonr And Digniry And
Cua ranteed protefiion Of Child ho;d And
Yourh Against Exploitation And Against
Moral And Material Abandonmenr (Arricle
3e (F))

. Itight't'o Early Childhood Care And
Educarion To All Children Until They

- Conlplerc The Age Of Six years (Article +5). r ne parent 0r the guardian to provide
opportunities for education to his child or
as case ntay be ward between the age of 6-
]j1gs.{Arricle S14 clause [k) and f i|

Th e proh 
i b i tio n of ctrl lffifi16-SL-fiffi

r ne Lntrd Labour (prohjbition &
Regulation) Act, 1986
The Guardians And Wards Act, 1g90

l:: j,nou Ad0prion And Maintenance Acr,
IYJO
The 0rphanage and other charitable Home
()upervrsion and Controj) Act, 1960

-l 
ravancore Beggary prevention Act

,uvenite Justice (Care and prorectionJ Acr
2000
Th-e Prorection of Children from Sexual
urrences Act 2012 (pOCSO)
The Pre-Conception and pie-Natal
Diagnosric Tech niq ues (proh ibitron ofsex
5erectronJ 4ct,2002
r rE rvreurcaj termlnation Of pregnancyAct,
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