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WCD-C1/61/2022-WCD

Rupali Banerjee Singh  NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR PROTECTION OF CHILD RIGHTS

Member Secretary GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

No 2603/19/2022/NCPCR/POCSO-CM
Date: 02.05.2022

To,

All District Magistrate/Collectors of Kerala

Madam/Sir,

This is in continuation to this Commission’s letter of even number dated
07.04.2022 addressed to the Principal Secretary, WCD Department of the
State/UTs(copy enclosed) to issue directions to all District Magistrate/ CMPOs of the
State to compete the mentioned activities highlighted in para 4,5 & 6 of the
enclosed letter and providing a consolidated district wise report of the State/ UT
as per the given format at Annexure | (copy enclosed) on the link
(https:/incper.gov.in/childmarriage) latest by 21%  April 2022.

2. You must be aware that the PCMA 2006 seeks to prevent child marriages by
making certain actions punishable and by appointing certain authorities responsible
for the prevention and prohibition of child marriages. Section 13 (4) of PCMA,2006
states that “for the purposes of preventing solemenisation of mass child
marriages on certain days such as Akshya Trutiya, the District Magistrate
shall be deemed to be the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer”.

3. In execution of the above , NCPCR in presence of SCPCRs will take district
wise meetings on 19" May 2022 with following officials to review the status of
activities conducted by the authorities of each district of the State.

i. Child Marriage Prohibition iv. DPO-ICDS
Officer
(not below the rank of ADM ) v. DCPO-ICPS/Mission Vatsalya

ii. Headof SJPU vi District Programme Coordinator-
(not below the rank of DSP/ACP) Samgra Siksha Abhiyan

ii.  District Education Officer (DEO)  vii. CWCs

viii. Labour officer
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4. You are requested to ensure the presence of above officials in the meeting as
per date and time schedule at Annexure |l (copy enclosed), along with the relevant
information as per annexed format. The link to join the meeting is given below:

https://teams.microsoft.com/I/meetup-

join/19%3ameeting ZGMxZjQ4NjAtM2FjOCOON;jZILWJIYzctZThmOGI0ZWUxZDE2
%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%227d8a5eb5-0992-4883-a68e-
006e3d839¢32%22%2¢%220id%22%3a%22e227f40a-1b5e-4d4d-b419-
72fa2f94c872%22%7d

Encl: As above

Rupgli B&nerjee 8ingh

(Member Secretary-NCPCR)

Copy to:
1. Pr. Secretary Department of Social Justice & WCD, Govt. of Kerala (Email:
sisecykerala@gmail.com )- for information

2. Chairperson, Kerala State Commission for Protection of Child Rights (Email:
cp.cpcr@kerala.gov.in) with a request to kindly attend the meeting as per schedule.
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/UT and District wise meeting Schedule: Meeting 32 (19.05.2022 at 11.30 a.m -12.30 p.m)
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1 Alappuzha https: //teams.microsoft.com/|/meetu

2  |Emnakulam (11.30 am -12.30 pm) |icin/19%3ameeting ZGMxZjQANiAtM2FiOC

3 |ldukki OONjZILWJIYzctZThmOGIOZWUXZDE2%40thr

4 Kannur ead.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22

s K god 7d8a5eb5-0992-4883-a68e-
006e3d839¢c32%22%2c%220id%22%3a%22

& Kollam e227f40a-1b5e-4d4d-b419-
72fa2f94c872%22%7d

7 Kottayam

8  |Kozhikode

9  |Malappuram

10 [Palakkad

1 Pathanamthitta

12 Thiruvananthapuram

13 |Thrissur

14 |Wayanad
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New Delhi - 110 001
No 2603/19/ 2022/NCPCR/POCO-CM

Date:07.04.2022
To, 4

Principal Secretary, Department of WCD, States/ UTs
(as per list attached)

Madam/Sir, =

National Commission for Protection of Child rights (NCPCR) is a statutory bod‘y
constituted under the provisions of the Commission for Protection of Child Rights

(CPCR) Act, 2005 (4 of 2006) for the protection of child rights and other related
matters.

2 Child marriage is solemnized from time to time in various rural and tribal belts
of the Country but in few communities this has been a practice which is followed in a
dedicated manner during some specific time periods of the year. In India, Akshaya
Tritiya, also known as Akti or Akha Teej, is an annual spring time festival. Reports
through various media sources suggests that a large number of child marriages take
place during this period. This year Akshaya Tritiya or Akha Teej will be celebrated on
3rd May, 2022.

3. You must be aware that the PCMA 2006 seeks to prevent child marriages by
making certain actions punishable and by appointing certain authorities responsible
for the prevention and prohibition of child marriages. Section 13 (4) of PCMA,2006
states that “for the purposes of preventing solemenisation of mass child marriages
on certain days such as Akshya Trutiya , the District Magistrate shall be deemed to
be the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer”. '

4. The Commission being an apex body for safeguarding Child Rights and in
accordance with its functions as mentioned in Section 13 (1) (a) of the CPCR Act
2005 requests you to give urgent directions to- all District Magistrates or Collectors

/ CMPOs of all districts of your State/UT to complete below mentioned activities

before 20th April 2022 (if not done so far ),as a proactive step for prevention of
child marriages : i x

i. Undertake awareness programmes at village, panchayat, block,
urban/ward, zila tehsil level .

ii. Conduct meetings regarding awareness programmes on Child Martiage
With CDPOs, CWCs, CWPOs ,AWWs, religious priests who may be
responsible for performing marriages and service providers during marriage

Priyank Kanoongo GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 5é
Chairperson NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR PROTECTION OF CHILD RIGHTS S
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ii. Prepare a school wise list of children who are drop out, out of school and not
attending school regularly.

iv. Prepare a school wise list of children absent from school without
intimation to the Principal or Head Master of the school in accordance with
Rule 2B (2) of Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulatlon) Amendment Rules,
2017.

v.  This list must be prepared by Education Depanment of the district and shared
with the DM/CMPO of the district.

vi.  DM/CMPO must identify children from these lists who can be at risk of child
marriage. Family counseling and proper inquiry of all such identified
children must be ensured to prevent any possible child marriage.

The details of activities, topics to be covered must be followed as given in
Annexure |. The same must be filled and submitted on the link ie

https://ncpcr.gov.in/childmarriage. e

5. The Commission assumes that all the DMs/CMPOs will undertake the above
steps in order to discharge their duties given under the role of a CMPO. Thus,
offi cnals may submit a report of these activities conducted in their districts, to thls

6. Further, NCPCR in presence of SCPCRs will hold district wise meetings from
21® April 2022 with following officials to review the status of activities conducted
by the authorities of each district of the State. The schedule of the meetings which
will be held online will be shared in due course.

i.  Child Marriage Prohibition Officer iv. DPO-ICDS
(not below the rank of ADM ) v. DCPO-ICPS/Mission Vatsalya
i. Headof SJIPU vi District Programme Coordinator-
(not below the rank of DSP/ACP) Samgra Siksha Abhiyan
ii. District Education Officer (DEO) vii. CWCs

viii. Labour officer

7. An early response from your side is expected regarding directions issued to all
officials to undertake the activities highlighted in para 4,5 & 6 and later
providing a consolidated district wise report of the State/ UT as per the given

format/ link (https:/ncpcr.gov.in/childmarriage.) latest by 21%* April 2022.

With regards,
Yours sincerely,

eyl

I (Priyank Kanoongo)

Encl : As above
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1 llag chaya ll ' _
2. Block level : Ve . il
3. Urban/ward level S :
4

2 Zila Tehsil

1 .

2 CWPOs R
3. CWCs
4. AWWs )
5 Gram Pradhans SIS
6 Religious priests who may be

responsible for performing :
marriages g

7. Service providers during marriage
functions such as printing press, :
tent providers, managers of :
marriage halls, caterer, music ’
bands and decorators etc. : !
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Chilren ent from schl without

the school. Rule 2B (2) of CLPRA Rules
2017) :

intimation to the Principal or Head Master of
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2. | Children who are drop out, out of school
and not attending school regularly.
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Name of the CMPO and Designation:

Signature
District
7 : Date :
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